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Chronology
1837:	Thoreau graduates from Harvard at twenty, comes home to Concord, and looks for a career.  Probably begins a journal.
1838:	Gives his first lecture before the Concord Lyceum, thus initiating a practice that was to have an important effect on his writing.
1839:	With his brother John, embarks on a “fluvial excursion” along the Concord and Merrimack, and gather material for The Week.
1845:	Goes to live in a hut beside Walden Pond.  Commences his period of greatest literary productivity.
1849:	Thoreau’s first book, the Week, and most influential essay, “Civil Disobedience,” published.

Excerpts….
By surveying, carpentry, and day-labor of various other kinds in the village in the meanwhile, for I have as many trades as fingers, I had earned $13.34.  The expense of food for eight months, namely, from July 4th to March 1st, the time when these estimates were made —though I lived there more than two years—not counting potatoes, a little green corn, and some peas, which I had raised, nor considering the value of what was on hand at the last date was:

Rice

Yes, I did eat $8.74, all told; but I should not thus unblushingly publish my guilt., if I did not know that most of my reads were equally guilty with myself, and that their deeds would look no better in print.

So I went on for some days cutting, and hewing timber, and also studs and rafters, all with my narrow axe, not having any communicable or scholar-like thoughts, singing to myself,

Men say they know many things;
But lo! They have taken wings—
The arts and sciences,
And a thousand appliances;
The wind that blows
Is all that anybody knows


