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1 Railroads and time in the United States

In the United States during the first half of the 19th century, there were a multitude of
privately owned railroads with overlapping networks. Managing time on these networks was
important and there were various reasons why standardizing time might be important.

a) Why might passengers on trains have an interest in using standardized time systems?
Without any standardized time system how complicated would rail travel have been?
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b} Aside from passenger concerns, what other interests would any given railroad company
have in a standardized time system?
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c) Suppose that two railroads have systems that barely overlap geographically but do not SYs kern
share the same tracks. Each has its own system of standardizing tirne on its network.

Is it essential from a safety and management perspective that these two systems use the
same time?
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