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1 Reference clocks and local time

Consider timekeeping in one town or city during the 18" or 19" centuries. The city might
have had a “master” clock which the local citizens used to check and set their watches. This
would have been on a prominent public building.

a) In your particular town or city, what could serve as a “reference” against which any
such "master” clock might be checked? What difficulties might arise with using this
"reference ‘eloek?
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b) Would your master clock keep the same time as another in a different city, assuming
that they were both working correctly?
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¢) These master clocks would keep local time, based on local noon or a comparable phe-
nomena associated with the stars. By how much would local time in Grand Junction
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