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1 Changing lives and timekeeping at the end of the 18" century

This exercise explores the rapidly changing circumstances of ordinary lives and the relation-
ship to time at the end of the 18" century, mostly in Britain. Information can be found
in Landes, Revolution in Time, pages 238-245 and E. P. Thompson, Time, Work-Discipline
and Industrial Capitalism, Past & Present, No. 38, pp. 56-97 (1967).

a) To what extent was Britain urbanized during the 1700’s? How does this compare to our
current experience?

b) What was the state of transport in Britain in the late 18*" century? How did this change
in the early 19"" century? In what way would the transport of that era have affected
your life compared to the way that you live today?

Yt Trdw

¢) How did the non-agricultural workplace in Britain change during the late 18" century?
What demands did this place on timekeeping? In what fundamental ways was the work
environment of the mid 18" century different to that which you experience today? What

disadvantages would it impose?



d) How did developments in the industrial, economic and work environments of the late
\andes 1700s and early 1800s affect the production of clocks and the demand for these by
Py 24 ordinary people? How did the availability of clocks constrain the lives of ordinary
people? In relation to timekeeping, what changes that appeared in this period still

Acria) clocle  affect your life today?
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e) Clearly the industrial workplace of the early 1800s would require clocks and moderately

accurate timekeeping. These clocks would still have to be checked for correctness and
reset occasionally. Who might have acted as the authority against which a clock in any
workplace might have been checked?
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Britain around the 1800. What things that you own or use today would not have existed
at then? What activities that you typically do currently would you never have done or
very seldom have done around 18007 What would the differences in communication and

travel be?

Communicahauns — no  phone | inlernet, radic, TV, . ..

— limiked to in-person, meul 4 2w S papers

h‘z;\ngPor't - No s T“rw'/xsjpfmg_j

_ mob{ug world have been resincled o Heo vicioily
oF ones  locahan / Vi“&ﬁ@/}pwq_



Dming Yo lak 7605 ond éwbg 1800s sceiehes n Ewope ond

North  Amenca ll’ﬁan 10 “Jndushnbh'aﬁ,/fbu's Mot
* Mok P.@P(a. h'vfng in Jowns + cihes

* Mot Feopte wwke'nﬁ 0 Tacones and otler workloiacas Bt
reguured  work o rc‘jular hows

* QA ﬁrmw‘ need  for %mekzephﬂ n warkplaws and ot home

x 0 graker abib'ly for orcurary  pecplo 1o PWM clocks ard waldheg

Oveall  awamess a"y e N ow modam way  wold have rhmd.dwing

Hus perad . Howewj‘j + was still a local Sysem:

-—..,,.._.—s._._....._h_“

/./ﬁ EC{_CL\ town  and s Sb{fmw'ld,(‘(\as UUC?'VIlo(v have QC”A@}QCL mh‘\
one tme , whick Moy hane Adilleed fene Yo of suoindng towons \

R !
= Y,

How — diel #us ortongenant  dus eppear and g} Nplced by o cuwrent mone
wniform system ?




Local hme

By the by 18008 cloks Lt would  lose o few sewnds por day wee
widdy  availdble  and !'na\:asn‘na}j pedple were oble to  acquire Hase. Howevd,
they shll neded 1o be st iniNally ond adJ'udh:o( - pohgps once por week
How  wonld Hus  be  glone.’

In Wal M was  ehll measued agm_gf ¥ apparen’ mohen of Sun
wmd  skws . The pogibons of Hese would have had b ke Ewrded afcwm@&
so s o ciruncle wrogs on He orde d) 10s or  Ain & clock, T

fask  requures sfea'ah’zea( skills

- gowal lage louwns o cikes wald have hod o 'Faa'ubj lor obfe/m’/xg
#uo passuge oF e Sun or skue ot ar locahon . Then % could
determine  local noon and ux that o et clocks

Z) | ///\ / The ’Ezui-hon'lj "
9)

4@_\ o —~p  Chwms  can ac&\w‘ Hear clocks

0bSUMb:j
-5k prombunt

deyorming s ol
Anst Clock.

Tuis resuled i a syshem of local Pmes Hut diffoed  based on lmg«'fuc(a-

n He ééf(:j VRS
Boskzn 71.06° W 4 Ldniin a‘[jeap( o‘}t_ WM’MHjJ‘an
New York 74.01° W & V2 mals
V\}ashu'agl“m 72.04" W noon -
_P'ths}awaL, §0.0° W —~12m;;«.. | }XWM{ " WQSLU%}‘OO

Howo  didh s PPOLL'FEJ‘QHOV&, ot beal Rmes Uolve 100 owr ¢ument Wsask’m?



