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1 Changing lives and timekeeping at the end of the 18" century

This exercise explores the rapidly changing circumstances of ordinary lives and the relation-
ship to time at the end of the 18" century, mostly in Britain. Information can be found in
Landes, Revolution in Time, pages 238-245.

a) To what extent was Britain urbanized during the 1700’s? How does this compare to our
current experience?
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b) What was the state of transport in Britain in the late 18" century? How did this change
in the early 19" century? In what way would the transport of that era have affected
your life compared to the way that you live today?
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c¢) How did the non-agricultural workplace in Britain change during the late 18" century?
What demands did this place on timekeeping? In what fundamental ways was the work

conveniences would that work environment offer compared to that of yours today? What
disadvantages would it impose?
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